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Abstract:
 Why not take six weeks, head out your Denver back door and walk 487 miles south on the Colorado Trail to Durango?  While you are at it, track the rocks you see across southwestern Colorado from the Front Range to the Paradox Basin. If that doesn’t quite make your bucket list, join me instead for a lunchtime stroll as I build a cross section that follows the trail.  My hope is that this section and accompanying maps will provide a geologic overlay for the Colorado Trail Databook, the compact guide to conditions on the trail that most hikers carry with them.  The geologic overlay will show hikers what rocks they are walking on and give them insights to the deeper subsurface.  For example, at Kenosha Pass few hikers know that they are walking on billion-plus year old gneisses and granites, let alone understand that they are perched astride a major thrust, beneath which lie 100-million-year-old rocks of the South Park Basin.  So bring your best data and ideas and help me pass an understanding of the geology of our beautiful state to those trekking across it. ﻿ 

